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BritishPilotHas
Near-missWith
UnknownObject

LONDON, Sunday
(A.A.P.-Reuter).

The Air
Ministry

has beentoldthata
Britishairmanalmostcollidedwith an
unidentifiedobjectover GaydonAirfield

The Ministryreleased

news of the incidentto-day,

accordingto The Sunday
Express.
The Expresssaid Gaydon,

in
Warwickshire,

is one of
the RA.F.'stop V-bomber

stations.

The papersaidthatthere
was no

explanation

of the
occurrenceand the Air
Ministrywas waitingfor
the reportof a seniorintel

ligenceofficerwho had
visitedthe airfieldand
other stations concerned.

The Express said-thatat
about9.15 p.m. last Monday,
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FlyingOfficerD. W. Swee-
ney,a pilotwithmuchex-
perience,was flyinga
Meteorjet at

28,000ft.

when
he almostcollidedwith the
object.
He saidthatit was mov-

ing slowlyand showingsix
lights.He

calculated

it was
directlyover Gaydon.
After violent evasive

action,Sweeneyreportedhe
had approachedthe object
from the starboard side but
the lightshad goneout and
-------- disappeared.

The Expresssaid that the
objectwas not large,and its
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outlinewas blurred,accord

A radarreportfrom the
R.A.F.Stationat Langtoft
confirmedthat the object
was at 28,000ft.over Gay-
don. A checkhad shown
that Sweeney'sMeteor was
the onlyaircraft

in the area
at the time.

The Expresssaid that it
was possiblefor a Russian

aircraftto fly undetected

over Britainduringthe
nightlyradar stand-down,if
there were no night exer

cises in progress.

The Russians'could map
the airfieldsand even show
the numberof aircrafton

them by meansof delicate

radarsets,the paperadded.


